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Katie and Jamie’s Wedding  
Ceremony Transcript 
Officiant:  Lisa Kohne 

July 17th, 2010 
 
 
WELCOME/INTRO 
Good afternoon everyone, (please be seated) 
  
We are here today to celebrate the joining of Jamie and Katie. For those of you who I have not yet met, I 
am Lisa Kohne, Jamie's sister and Katie's friend and very soon-to-be sister. It is my pleasure to welcome 
you all here on this very special day.  Jamie and Katie asked me to do the honor of officiating their 
ceremony because I played a big part in their paths crossing. 
  
We are all here with Jamie and Katie, to bear witness to their marriage, a public symbol, and a joining of 
their two lives. Today Jamie and Katie have decided to make their declaration of commitment to one 
another in front of all of you, the people whom they care for, whom they look to for support and with 
whom they wish to share the joy and the love they have discovered.   
 
All of you, as witnesses, stand as a reminder that Jamie and Katie are not alone, that this wedding takes 
place within the context of a community.  It is a privilege and an honor to stand as a witness to the great 
events of life.  As witnesses, you all are the mirrors that reflect the beauty and truth of this moment.  
With open hearts, you are here to absorb the magnitude of this ceremony and remind these newlyweds 
that marriage does not exist within a vacuum.  For you all today, to witness is not merely to watch, but 
to embrace this marriage and hold the energy of this event in your hearts.    
  
Katie and Jamie, this marriage is a public acknowledgement of your love and commitment to each other, 
you are showing a willingness to give of your lives. This does not mean that you are sacrificing your life, 
but instead it is a giving of what is alive in you - your joy, your interest, your understanding, your 
knowledge, your humor, and your sadness. You are not giving in order to receive, but simply as an 
extension of your love and in this turn, to complement each other and to bring something to life in both 
of you.  
  
Marriage is a cooperative venture in every sense. It is a relationship based on love, respect, and 
determination.  It takes time, effort, courage, and commitment to make a successful marriage.    
You will never finish building your relationship and together you will find new ways to nourish each 
other's lives while finding greater happiness and meaning in your own.  
 
 
READING #1 
On this note, our grandma, Gabrielle Kohne, will draw from the wisdom she has acquired over the years 
about love, family, and marriage to offer you both some advice as you begin your lives together.   
 
(Gabrielle reads from “101 Things I Wish I Knew When I Got Married”)   
 
Thanks, grandma! 
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WEDDING TRADITIONS 
As we go on with this ceremony, I’d like to take a moment to reflect on the wedding traditions that we 
are carrying out here today, along with the symbolism of the setting here around us.   
 
Every wedding is a story of its own, much of it composed of traditions from the past that have been so 
absorbed into our expectations  that they’re almost invisible.  As we carry out this ceremony, we draw 
upon our memories of other weddings, our knowledge of what went before.  Weddings overflow with 
centuries of continuing customs.  It’s amazing how innate that knowledge is, how much a part it is of our 
collective awareness.  But it is these traditions that imbue our celebrations with extra meaning, and the 
more we understand these wedding traditions and symbols, the more we will feel connected to this day.   
 
Even when we look all the way back to the earliest weddings- which were often quite un-romantic - we 
find customs still in use here today, remaining surprisingly intact. 
 
For example, the bride’s and groom’s families usually sit on opposite sides during the ceremony.  This 
comes from the 5th century in Northern Europe, when fathers gave their daughters to warring tribes as 
peace offerings.  It was to avoid hostilities that tribes were separated during the ceremony.   
 
In the 1500’s in Britain, the best man had an entirely different role than he does today.  It was his job 
not only to assist the groom in kidnapping a “bride” from a neighboring village, but also to stand at the 
groom’s right during the wedding ceremony, hand on his sword, prepared to protect the bride and 
groom should her family arrive to try and take her back.  Back then, bridesmaids were dressed the same 
as the bride in order to confuse anyone who would try to return the bride to her family. 
 
Even the tradition of the bride wearing “something old, something new, something borrowed, and 
something blue” comes from and Italian saying intended to increase the chances of a male heir.  (By the 
way, to cover all the bases, Katie is wearing something both blue and pink...) 

 
But we all know, Jamie and Katie, you are property of no one.  In this country now and many others, the 
days of dowries and marriage by purchase are gone, replaced by marriage for love.  More so than any 
other point in the past, Jamie and Katie, you were able to select each other on the basis of love and 
affection.  By recognizing the often un-romantic history behind these traditions, however, we can re-
claim them here at this ceremony and give them new meaning.  And any of these customs or traditions 
of the past that help us celebrate and safeguard your love today are time’s gift for you two. 
 
Other wedding traditions can be traced back to gestures of thanksgiving and protection.  In ancient 
Roman weddings, grains were thrown at the couple symbolize the wish for fertility, good crops and 
harvest.  Breaking bread and eating together, as we’re all looking forward to doing at the reception, is 
one of the oldest customs uniting people.  Far back in time, sharing the substance of life had deep 
meaning for people; an invitation to a meal was valued as a gift and tribute. 
 
Every culture around the world has symbols, traditions, and rituals that are designed to acknowledge 
the separation from the old life, to sanctify the union, welcome in good, to ward off evil, and to shower 
the couple with fertility.  We are surrounded by these symbols now.  Holding this ceremony under an 
arch or threshold is a symbol of your home, Jamie and Katie.  It is open on all sides to show that your 
home will be open to all.  The predominant colors of red and gold on this pavilion have long been used 
together in China to signify happiness and fortunate events such as weddings.  One of the key concepts 
of the design of this structure draws from the Chinese philosophy of Yin and Yang, or “paired opposites”.  
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The phoenix behind me represents femininity, virtue, love and happy marriage.  The dragon behind me 
represents masculinity, strength and change.   
 
In Thai wedding ceremonies, flower garlands are exchanged in addition to rings.  Rings demonstrate that 
you want your love to be eternal, solid, concrete, and never-ending, like a circle.  Conversely, flowers are 
delicate and must be nurtured, reminding us of the fragility of life.  Thai weddings also include the 
following blessing: “May each married couple here today be inspired to reaffirm the vows that they 
made on their wedding day, and for others, may it bring a smile for future dreams.” 
 
 QUESTIONS OF INTENT 
Jamie and Katie, you each have special qualities, talents, and passions. It is easy to see how you two fell 
in love.  You both now face a new challenge:  not just to fall in love, but to stand in love. 
Standing in love is not something that happens by luck, or by chance, but something that requires work 
and dedication. It is the being in love, the staying in love, through all the rough and smooth passages of 
life. 
 
Katie and Jamie you are setting out on a life you have chosen to share together. Every day, for the rest 
of your lives, there will be important choices to make: whether to be kind and patient with each other, 
whether to find fault or to be accepting and forgiving. You will need to make these and other choices, 
again and again throughout your lives. Knowing you two as I do, I have faith that you will make generous 
choices and give willingly of yourselves to secure the happiness of the other. 
 
Now, 
Jamie, my little brother, do you take this woman to be your lawfully wedded wife, to have and to hold, 
from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 
cherish as your equal partner as long as you both shall live? 
  I do! 
And Katie, my friend, do you take this man to be your lawfully wedded husband, to have and to hold, 
from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to 
cherish as your equal partner as long as you both shall live? 
  I do! 
 
VOWS 
Jamie and Katie will now exchange the vows that they have written for each other, adapted from the 
lyrics of songs that are meaningful between the two of them. 
 

Jamie’s Vows 

 

Remember when we first met 

and everything was still a bet 

in love's game? 

Like a desert sunrise, you warmed my soul 

Painting me in shades of clay, covering me whole 

I’m a lizard sunbathing in your radiance 

 

You and me have seen everything to see 
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From Bangkok to New Orleans 

But I do believe it’s true that there are roads left in both of our shoes 

And I do know one thing: 

Where you go is where I want to be 

 

I love you oh so well 

Like a kid loves candy and fresh snow 

I love you oh so well 

Enough to fill up heaven, overflow, then fill hell 

 

If you can make a promise, if it's one that you can keep,  

I vow to come to you  

If you come to me 

 

Like a handless clock with numbers 

An infinite of time 

No, not the forever found only in your mind 

‘cause forever always seems to be around when things begin 

But forever never seems to be around when it ends 

So give me your forever 

Please, your forever 

Not a day less will do  

from you 

 

Katie’s Vows 

 

Just for a moment, the moment I met you 

I lost my breath but my lips whispered, “he is the one’” 

 

I am thinking it’s a sign 

That the freckles in our eyes are mirror images 

And when we kiss they’re perfectly aligned 

 

It feels so good to be  

In your arms  

Where all my journeys end 

And I do know one thing:  

Where you are is where I belong 

 

Every breath that is in your lungs  

is a tiny little gift to me 
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Your eyes shine through me 

You are so divine to me 

Your heart has a home in mine 

And when I search my heart it’s you I find 

 

Le monde a tellement de regrets 

Tellement de choses qu’on promet 

Une seul pour laquelle je suis fait 

Je t’aimias, je t’aime et je t’aimerais 

 

People spend so much time 

Every single day 

Running ‘round all over town giving their forever away 

But no, not me I won’t let my forever roam 

Because now I know I have found my forever a home 

So give me your forever 

Please, your forever 

Not a day less will do  

from you 

  
RINGS  
Kade, Tina- can I have the rings, please. 
 
Jamie, place this ring on Katie’s finger and repeat after me: 

I give you this ring as a sign of our marriage.  Touch this ring for comfort when you are alone, for 
strength when you are scared, but most of all, touch this ring and know that I love you.   
With this ring, I thee wed, in love and truth, honor and respect. 

  
Katie, place this ring on Jamie’s finger and repeat after me: 

I give you this ring as a sign of our marriage.  Touch this ring for comfort when you are alone, for 
strength when you are scared, but most of all, touch this ring and know that I love you.   
With this ring, I thee wed, in love and truth, honor and respect. 

 
Jamie and Katie, may your house be a place of joy for all who enter it, a place for growth, and music and 
laughter. If shadows and darkness fall within its rooms, may it still be a place of hope and strength. And 
may those of us around you be enriched by the beauty of your love and generosity of spirit. 
  
READING #2 
Katie and Jamie, before I present you and allow you to seal this ceremony with a kiss, I will call upon our 
good friend Liz for a final reading that reflects upon the meaning of a kiss.  This passage is from the play 
Cyrano de Bergerac, and Liz will read it first in French as it was originally written, and in English.  It’s only 
fitting that Liz, who was with us in Thailand when you two kissed for the very first time, will be here for 
your first kiss as husband and wife. 
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Un baiser, mais à tout prendre, qu'est-ce?  

Un serment fait d'un peu plus près, une promesse  

Plus précise, un aveu qui veut se confirmer,  

Un point rose qu'on met sur l'i du verbe aimer;  

C'est un secret qui prend la bouche pour oreille,  

Un instant d'infini qui fait un bruit d'abeille,  

Une communion ayant un goût de fleur,  

Une façon d'un peu se respirer le coeur,  

Et d'un peu se goûter, au bord des lèvres, l'âme!  

 

 

And what is a kiss, when all is done? 

A promise given under seal--a vow 

Taken before the shrine of memory-- 

A signature acknowledged--a rosy dot 

Over the i of Loving--a secret whispered 

To listening lips apart--a moment made 

Immortal, with a rush or wings unseen-- 

A sacrament of blossoms, a new song 

Sung by two hearts to an old simple tune-- 

The ring of one horizon around two souls 

Together, all alone! 

 
Thanks, Liz! 
 
PRONOUNCEMENT 
Jamie and Katie, may your lives together be a source of strength and inspiration to yourselves, your 
families, your friends, and to all whose lives you touch. 
This day you have given and pledged your love, each to the other, in the presence of this company. 
Today Jamie and Katie have become a family. 
Now, by the virtue of the authority vested in me under the laws of the State of California, it gives me 
great joy to pronounce you husband and wife. 
 
You may now kiss the bride. 
 

KISS! 
  
Everyone, I present to you, the newlyweds!!! 

 

RECESSIONAL (everyone runs to the back of the pavilion) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Everyone, please feel free to linger here at the ceremony site for a few minutes, and then grab an 
umbrella to join the bride and groom, their wedding party and their families in a wedding parade over to 
the Life Arts Center.   

Families of the bride and groom: uncles, aunts, cousins, grandparents, anyone related to the bride and 
groom.  Please join us on the other side of the pavilion for a few quick family photos. 

The parade will start after that! 


